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PRESS INFO  
 
FOLLOW YOUR ART WITH THE OPEN STUDIOS ART FAIR 
It’s a rare thing to be given the opportunity to enter the private working space of an artist. 
When you combine this unique experience with the chance to be the first to see and buy new 
original works at a 4-day art fair; you know you’re in for an art-lovers feast.  
 
The Open Studios, held from Thursday 11 to Sunday 14 May 2017 at Wimbledon Art Studios, 
is one of the only times the doors are flung open to professional buyers and the general public. 
Step inside for an immersive experience of these paint splattered studios and meet over 150 
artists and makers.   
 
This S/S17 event offers 4 days to explore 8 floors of contemporary paintings, prints, 
photography, illustration, sculpture, ceramics, textiles and furniture design. This is affordable art 
direct from the studios with 0% commission on everything.  
 
Beyond the discovery of the art, other highlights of a visit include an official launch party on 
Thursday evening, talks and workshops, family activities and trails on Saturday and Sunday 
and time to simply sit back and refresh with a range of delicious food and drink from the likes 
of The Mood Café and The Flying Ducks.   
 
 
NEW FOR S/S17 
For the first time, the Open Studios will be offering an entire day dedicated to professional art 
buyers including gallery owners, interiors designers and corporate buyers. On Friday 12 May, 
limited places are available for an exclusive tour, meet and greets with headline artists and 
makers and the opportunity to buy affordable art for clients. Pre-booking is essential at 
www.wimbledonopenstudios.com 
 
To further support this not-for-profit creative community, Wimbledon Art Studios will once again 
offer small board works for purchase before the event. These are 300 x 300mm wooden blocks 
that artists use as a base for an original piece. These are truly unique - one off pieces - the likes 
of which you’ll never be able to purchase again. For the first time, these will be sold exclusively 
online with early access available to keen buyers as a perk of pre-booking a free ticket to the 
Open Studios at www.wimbledonopenstudios.com 
 
 
SPOTLIGHT ON WIMBLEDON ARTISTS  
The Open Studios will showcase over 150 artists, so who and what can you expect? We put 
the spotlight on a handful of the artists and makers to discover the immense talent at this 
unmissable event: 
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Laura Benetton 
Featured in Vogue (2016) and with works showing in London and New York, this visual creator 
uses paint, mix media and acrylic on canvas to create works packed full with energy and 
movement.  
 
Tim Goffe 
An accomplished and collected oil painter, winning the Gordan Hulson Memorial Prize for 
Draughtmanship, Variety and Exploration and known for urban and industrial scenes – seeking 
beauty in the ordinary and giving meaning to the banal.  
 
Vaughn Horsman 
With works currently showing in London (Tower 42) and the Netherlands (Gallery Nummer 
40), this digital artist uses architectural ideas dreamed out over 20 years with computer code, 
machines and paint brushes to create bold, large scale “Masterplan” paintings.  
 
Jacqui Kelly 
A multi-award winning cake artist and sugar sculptor, with commissions from Harrods to HRH 
Queen Elizabeth II to corporate buyers and the couple next door. 14-time Gold Medal winner 
at Cake International with installations and teaching from London to Miami.  
 
Richard Knight 
This urban impressionist captures the perpetually evolving patterns and rhythm of light created 
by architecture, landscape and people. Currently exhibiting across London and featured as part 
of Sky Landscape Artist of The Year (2016).  
 
Emma Leone Palmer 
Featured most recently on Sky Arts, Portrait Artist of The Year (2017), Winner of The London 
Contemporary Art Prize and currently exhibiting in The Wallace Collection - this portrait artist 
captures gritty, real, expressive human beings with a load of paint, glitter and lube.  
 
Alex Rennie 
From Mayfair to New York and a featured artist with the John Moores Painting Prize, Lynn 
Painter-Stainers Prize and BP Portrait Award - this artist is well known for figurative and textural 
realism, trompe I’oeil illusions and a glowing red hue which appears in much of the work.  
 
Jilly Vainer 
This upcoming sculptor plays with clay to hand build figurative forms that are then finished with 
glaze, resin and bronze. Specialising in wildlife and animals - current works are featured at 
Henley Regatta private members club and by the Society of Wildlife Artist’s at Mall Galleries.  
 
Michael Wallner 
Celebrating the beauty of the city through shapes and outlines and featured in the Evening 
Standard and on BBC Radio - this artist digitally manipulates photography to produce work on 
aluminum, wood, concrete, neon, LED and even a 1930s window.  
 
 
FREE ENTRY TO ALL 
The Wimbledon Open Studios is one of London’s only free entry art fairs. Pre-booking a free 
ticket at www.wimbledonopenstudios.com gives access to exclusive perks including: the 
opportunity to win £200 to spend at The Open Studios, a personal invite to the launch party, 
early access to an exclusive online sale of original artwork and behind-the-scenes news and 
info on the lead-up to the event (T&Cs apply, see website). Reasons aplenty to pre-book a ticket. 
 

 
 
NOTES TO EDITOR  
Est. in 1993, Wimbledon Art Studios is one of the largest, single site art studio complexes in the UK. Spanning 2 
buildings and 8 floors, it’s home to over 230 artists and makers. The philosophy of this not-for-profit is to support its 
residents to become independent, develop their professional careers and benefit from being part of a wide and diverse 
creative community.  
 
Open Studios happen twice yearly in May and November. Sponsors help to make the Open Studios happen. Thanks 
go to eTORO, Cass Art and Wimbledon College of Arts for their support of the May 2017 event.  

 


